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for the dominion of the world. Both had held it,
each in his turn. For nearly a century Nineveh
had been in the hands of another race, and the
Semitic civilization had been supplanted there.
Babylon had been made the center of a new
world power by the Chaldean people, but they
also were Semites. This branch of the Semitic
people had had a short lease of power indeed.
The power was now taken from them as the rep-
resentatives of the Semitic race. Never from that
hour until the age of Islam was a Semitic power
to command a world-wide empire. The power of
the Semite seemed hopelessly broken in that day,
and that alone makes the peaceful fall of Babylon
a momentous event.

But Babylon stood for more than mere Semitic
power- It stood in a large sense for Semitic civi-
lization. As has been so often pointed out before
in these pages, Assyria represented far more than
Babylonia the prowess of the Semite upon fields
of battle. Babylon had stood for Semitic civiliza-
tion, largely intermixed with many elements,
yet Semitic after all. Here were the great libra-
ries of the Semitic race. Here were the scholars
who copied so painstakingly every little omen or
legend that had come down to them out of the
hoary past Here were the men who calculated
eclipses, watched the moon's changes, and looked
nightly from, observatories upon the stately march
of constellations over the sky. Here were the
priests who preserved knowledge of the ancient